
. UNITED STA'TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
. 

MAGI # 0 4 3 7 7 7 2 5 0 4 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington D C . 20240 B - 3 7 7 7 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION—PART 1 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully hcluio completing application No certification may be mudo unless a completed 
application lomt has been received Use typewriter or punt dually HI dark ink to complete the application form If additional space i i needed lo 
complete Part I. use the remise side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing uddioss Part 1 of this 
application may be completed and sent to the appropriate Stale HistonC Preservation Officer at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
1. Nam. ol p.operiy: FRANKLI^SgiARE: _I500 Block West Fayette Street 

Addios J. properly: 
MTi 9 19 9 3 

City B a l t i m o r e _ _ Counly S<ate Zip Code . 
Name ol hisloiic disl'icl in which properly is located: 

Franklin Square Historic District 

Check here II request If for: 
• ctiiiiliciilion (strucluie contributes lo significance ol (he district) 
D decertification (structure does not contribute to significance of the district) 
• easement qualification (for donation of easement on structure or land for conservation purposes). 

2. Description of Physical Appearance: 
{see instructions lor map and photograph requiiemenls-use reverse side it necessary) 

See Attached Shee t s . 

3. Statement of Significance: 
fuse levurse side if necessary) 

See Attached Shee t s . 

Dale of construction (if known): l o 5 o a Original site- . D Moved • Date of alleralions (If known): . 

4. Nam* and Mailing Address of Owner: 

Mr Otis Warren, West Fayette Limited Partnership 
Name ——. — 1 , z __ „, . 
Sweet &^nn P i s t o n D r i v e . B a l t i m o r e , MP 21229 

City . B a l t i m o r e Stat. MP Z l p C o d . 2 1229 . 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code ( 3 0 1 ) 9 4 5 - 4 2 0 0 
PREPARED BY: Barbara Hof f , Dalsemer^Catzen and Associates, I n c . 121 Water S t . , Ba l t imore , MJ - i l /Oz (301 )837-3691 

I hereby attest thai the Information I have provided is lo the best of my knowledge, correct, and lhal I am owner of the properly described above 

Signature Date 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number 

For office use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic Dislricl and £S contributes • does not contribute to 
the character of the district 

Theslructure D appears • does nol appear to meel National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR 60 6) and Dwill l ikely Dwi l lno lbe 
nominated lo the National Register in accord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60). 

The structure is located in a district which Q appears O does nol appear lo meel National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and 
will likely D will nol be nominated lo the National Register in accord with Depanment of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60) 

,nd D appears D does not appear to contribute lo the character ol said district or D will likely Q will not be recommended for 
certification as substantially meeting National Register criteria. 

Slate Historic Preservation Officer 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION —PART I B-3777 

Name/address of Properly: 1527 West Fayette Street, Baltimore, MP 21223 

Name/address of Owiwr: Mr. Otis Warren, West Fayette Limited Partnership 

4300 Gelston Drive. Baltimore. MP 21229 Telephone: (301)945-4200 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff. Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

121 Water Street, Baltimore. MP 21202 Telephone : (301 )837-3691 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is an Italianate style rowhouse which•illustrates the typical 
age, type, and architecture of residences within the Franklin Square Historic 
District. It is built of masonry and consists of a three story tall, three 
bay wide main building and a two story tall, two bay wide back building. 
The basic plan of the main and back buildings is rectangular, and they have 
shed roofs. 

The building is constructed over a raised basement with a marble veneer 
and marble steps on the facade. The flat facade consists of painted, pressed 
brick in running bond. All of the window openings shorten at each floor 
level; they contain wood bullnose frames, and they had multi-light, wood, 
double hung sashes. The existing door is wooden, and the entry has 
wood frames and wood transoms. At the roofline there is a large, ornate 
wooden cornice which has modillions and dentils. 

The interior consists of a typical Italianate plan with a single large 
room on the first floor of the main building and two rooms on the second 
and third floors above, as well as on both floors of the back building. 
Halls are located on the sides of the building, as is the staircase. Many 
of these spaces have been subdivided over time. The condition of the interior, 
prior to the required dismantling (see Part II, Project Summary),was extremely 
deteriorated due to lack of maintenance, aging of the materials, structural 
defects, and exposure to the elements. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION--PART I Page 2 

Name/address of P r o p e r t y : 1527 y j e s t F a y e t t e S t r e e t , B a l t i m o r e , MP 21223 
Na j d d r e s s of Owner: Mr. O t i s W a r r e n . West F a y e t t e L i m i t e d P a r t n e r s h i p 

4300 C e l s t o n D r i v e . B a l t i m o r e . MP 2 1229 T e l e p h o n e : ( 3 0 1 ) 9 4 5 - 4 200 

Prepared by: B a r b a r a Hoff . D a l s e m e r . C a t z e n and A s s o c i a t e s , I n c . 

121 Water S t r e e t . B a l t i m o r e . MP 21202 : T e l e p h o n e : ( 3 0 1 ) 8 3 7 - 3 6 9 1 

STATEHENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T h i s b n i l d i n p i s s i g n i f i c a n t t o the F r a n k l i n S q u a r e H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t b e c a u s e i t i l l u s t r a t e s t h e t y p i c a l s t y l e and c h a r a c t e r of r o w h o u s e s 
in t h i 6 r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e d i s t r i c t i n g e n e r a l 
l i e s J.n t h e q u a l i t y , v o l u m e , and i n t e g r i t y of s i m i l a r h o u s e s , w h i c h r e m a i n 
t o d a y " a s an e x c e l l e n t example of a mid t o l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
Because t h e F r a n k l i n S q u a r e d i s t r i c t was b u i l t from c . 1 8 4 5 t o c . 1 8 7 5 , t h e 
h o u s i n g i s a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y I t a l i a n a t e , t h e p r e v a i l i n g s t y l e of r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n B a l t i m o r e d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r B . The d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of t h e s t y l e i n c l u d e f l a t shed r o o f s , l a r g e o r n a t e c o r n i c e s , v e r t i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s , 
f l a t b r i c k f a c a d e s , a n d — among t h e more e x p e n s i v e h o u s e s — o r n a m e n t a t i o n 
of f acade o p e n i n g s , r a i s e d b a s e m e n t s w i t h m a r b l e o r b r o w n s t o n e v e n e e r s , 
t h r e e s t o r y h e i g h t and t h r e e bay w i d t h . The d i s t r i c t i n c l u d e s e x c e l l e n t 
examples of t h i s rowhouse s t y l e , r a n g i n g from e x p e n s i v e h i g h s t y l e d e s i g n s 
b u i l t a round F r a n k l i n S q u a r e p a r k , t o i n e x p e n s i v e , v e r n a c u l a r s t r u c t u r e s 

u i l t a l o n g t h e a l l e y s . 

The d i s t r i c t grew a s one of B a l t i m o r e ' s f i r s t s u b u r b s . N i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y s u b u r b i n a z a t i o n o f t h e c i t y began in r e s p o n s e t o a number of c h a n g e s 
t a k i n g p l a c e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y within the c i t y : t h e r a p i d . i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and 
c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e h e r e t o f o r e r e s i d e n t i a l c i t y c e n t e r , t h e i n f l u x 
of immigran t* s e e k i n g i n e x p e n s i v e h o u s i n g n e a r t h e s e new i n d u s t r i e s and 
businesses;the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e omnibus in 1844 and t h e h o r s e - d r a w n t r o l l e y 
in 1859, and t h e c r e a t i o n of s u b u r b a n p a r k s ( F r a n k l i n S q u a r e was t h e s e c o n d 
o n e , c r e a t e d i n 1 8 3 9 ) . T h e s e e v e n t s p roduced an u n d e s i r a b l e l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t 
in t he u r b a n c o r e , and an a c c e s s i b l e , d e s i r a b l e l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t on t h e 
o u t s k i r t s of t h e c i t y . Those who c o u l d a f f o r d t o t h e n l e f t t h e i n n e r c i t y 
for the new s u b u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

T h i s rowhouse c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h i s d i s t r i c t a s a t y p i c a l 
example of t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e s . The f l a t f a c a d e , v e r t i c a l 
p r o p o r t i o n s , s h e d r o o f and o r n a m e n t a t i o n e p i t o m i z e t h e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g e l e m e n t s 
of t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e . The rowhouse l i e s on l a n d w h i c h c o m p r i s e d 
a p a r t of 30 a c r e s i n West B a l t i m o r e which Samuel and J ames Canby o f W i l m i n g 
t o n , De laware p u r c h a s e d i n t h e l a t e 1 8 3 0 ' s f o r f u t u r e h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . 
In 1839 t h e b r o t h e r s d o n a t e d a s q u a r e of l a n d t o t h e c i t y f o r u s e a s a p a r k , 
which became F r a n k l i n S q u a r e , and began l e a s i n g s u r r o u n d i n g l o t s t o b u i l d e r s 
for c o n s t r u c t i o n . In 1 8 5 8 , James Bromwel l , a c a r p e n t e r and c o n t r a c t o r , w i t h 
K e s l e r and H a y s , b r i c k l a y e r s , began c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 18 d w e l l i n g row on 
the s o u t h s i d e o f t h e 1500 b l o c k df F a y e t t e S t r e e t . A c o n t e m p o r a r y d e s c r i p t i o n 
rrom the Sun s a i d : 

The b u i l d i n g s w i l l b e u n i f o r m , t h r e e s t o r i e s in h e i g h t w i t h 30 f t . 
dep th of main b u i l d i n g , and a mean dep th of 61 f t . Of t h e 18 h o u s e s 
10 a r e 19 f t . , and 8 a r e 18 f t . f r o n t . A p a r l o r , d i n i n g room, and 
k i t c h e n , w i l l occupy t h e f i r s t f l o o r , w i t h a c e l l a r b e n e a t h . 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART I - continued. Page 3 

*!«Be/uddresB of Property: 1527 West Fayette Street. Baltimore, Maryland ?1?73 . 

;TATEHENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The b u i l d i n g s have r e m a i n e d r e s i d e n c e s s i n c e t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n , w i t h 
t he e x c e p t i o n of 1 5 3 5 , wh ich was c o n v e r t e d i n t o a s t o r e in t h e l a t e 1 9 t h 
or a n y t i m e in t h e 20 th c e n t u r y . A f t e r 1930, t h e b u i l d i n g p r o b a b l y h o u s e d 
t e n a n t s , a s d i d a l m o s t a l l of t h e d i s t r i c t h o u s e s due t o a ^ r e a t i n f l u x of 
poor b l a c k s and S o u t h e r n w h i t e s . Prior to the dismantl ing,(see Part I I , Project Surmary), 
the building s t i l l re ta ins i t s or iginal s e t t ing and loca t ion , .as well as the majority, 
of i t s e x t e r i o r d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , and w o r k m a n s h i p . Those f e a t u r e s wh ich 
have boon changed on t h e f a c a d e w i l l be r e s t o r e d d u r i n g t h e r e a s s e m b l y and 
rehab i l i t a t i o n . • 





B-3777 
1527W. Fayette Street 
Block 196 Lot 014 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 


